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COMMUNITY NEWS
FAMILY DAY
More than 40 youngsters 
joined their parents for a Knauf 
Insulation family day at our 
Simbach plant in Germany on 
July 6. In  addition to tours of 
the plant, guests enjoyed face-
painting, a bouncy castle, music 
and a barbecue.

CAREER HELP
Knauf Insulation recently 
took part in the Rottal-Inn 
career fair in Germany where 
visitors to our stand could 
discuss job opportunities 
at our Simbach plant with 
members of our team.

ECO-EXCITEMENT 
Knauf Insulation once again sponsored 
the Days of the City event at Novi Marof 
in Croatia in June 2018. Pride of place was 
given to an ECOSE Technology ‘Children’s 
Eco-Corner’ where more than a hundred 
youngsters enjoyed playing with natural 
building materials during specially organised 
creative workshops.

LAKESIDE FUN
Colleagues and their families at 
Knauf Insulation Serbia enjoyed 
a special summer family day out 
at Vlasina Lake on September 
9 complete with tours of our 
Surdulica plant, boat trips, archery, 
football, badminton and even a fish 
soup cooking competition. 

MAORI DIY
Knauf Insulation is supporting a programme 
to renovate Maori community centres in New 
Zealand known as Marae. We are supplying 
ceiling and wall insulation for the renovations 
which are being featured in the television 
series Marae DIY.

So, when the Cwmbran colleagues were invited to put on a 
fairy-tale show for Tŷ Hafan children’s hospice, they jumped 
at the chance. Laura Iwanski, Cwmbran’s plant coordinator, 
said: “The children were eight and under and we had a lot of 
fun. Some watched from beds and wheelchairs, but we all made 
it work.”

The hospice provides end-of-life care for youngsters and is 
one of four charities selected as part of the plant’s new annual 
Community Matters initiative set up by the site’s 12 Values 
Ambassadors. In addition to Tŷ Hafan, the plant supports the 
Hospice of the Valleys which provides adult palliative care, 
Tŷ Nant Ddu Resource Centre which works with learning 
disabilities and Hope Rescue, a charity that rehouses stray dogs.

During the 2018 summer shutdown to replace Cwmbran’s 
furnace, colleagues also helped out at charity shops and carried 
out gardening and painting work for local groups. 

In June, two teams took part in the ‘Three Peaks Challenge’ 
to climb the highest mountains in Wales to raise funds for Tŷ 
Hafan and in March, Terry O’Neil, an Engineer at the plant, 
raced 2,500km across India in a rickshaw for Alzheimer’s 
Research UK and Cool Earth. 

Once upon a time, in a Knauf Insulation plant 
far, far, away there was a production Operator 
called Gareth who liked to dress like a princess 
and a Warehouse Supervisor called Craig 
who wanted to be a fairy. Their friends Sarah 
and Laura dreamed of being wicked fairy 
godmothers and furry bears. 

JOB SUPPORT 
FOR REFUGEES

PRINCESSES, BEARS AND WITCHES

Tomaž Lanišek, General Manager OEM Europe & 
CIS, says the situation is a win-win for everyone. 
“We provide a regular income and sustainable 
future opportunities and in return we are able to 
fill important production positions with diligent, 
motivated and quick learning people.”

Roshan, who fled from Afghanistan to Slovenia 
seven years ago when he was 16, says: “My colleagues 
immediately made me feel welcome and appreciated. 
They didn’t realise I was a refugee at first, they 
thought I came from China or Korea. Now we 
understand each other very well, we’ve become 
friends and sometimes socialise after work.”

In addition to Roshan, the 400-employee site also 
provides work for seven asylum seekers from Syria. 

The placements, via a local employment agency, have 
helped forge better understanding between cultures. 
“We are all human after all,” says Roshan. “We all 
breathe, we all have hearts and feelings.”

Brane Parazaja, manager of the Naton job agency, says: 
“Nationally there is a critical shortage of people who 
are willing to work in production. We want to offer 
those housed at refugee centres the chance to have a 
better life and better opportunities to integrate.”

WORLDS APART
The 2017 solar eclipse was the 
star of a Knauf Insulation family 
day held at our Silvercote base in 
Greenville, South Carolina, North 
America on August 21. The Silvercote office 
was transformed into a galaxy-themed viewing 
location complete with Moon Pies and Star 
Crunch food treats. Special eclipse viewing 
glasses were also provided.

WASTE RESEARCH
The brick company Heluz is trialling the use 
of our production waste in its manufacturing 
process following a collaboration between 
our Krupka plant and the University of Jan 
Evangelista Purkyně in the Czech Republic. 
We are working on research with the university 
to find ways to reduce, recycle and reuse 
secondary material from the Krupka site.

Our Skofja Loka plant in Slovenia has 
been creating jobs for refugees from 
Syria and Afghanistan.


